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34th Red Bull Infantry 
Division in Iraq

The 34th Red Bull Infantry Division of the Minnesota
Army National Guard is currently deployed to Iraq in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. This marks the
first time that the Red Bull Division headquarters has
deployed to a combat zone since it ended its World
War II service in Italy in April 1945.

This is only the second time than an Army National
Guard Division headquarters has deployed to command
one of the Multinational Divisions areas in Iraq. The
1,400-plus members of the Division provide the
command and control for five brigades and other
subordinate units comprising more than 15,000 soldiers
and civilians in the southern nine provinces of Iraq and
known as Multinational Division-South.

The nine provinces make up an area equal in size to
Minnesota. Headquartered in Basra, the Division’s
mission is to transition security to the Iraqi Security
Forces and enable the building of civil capacity in Iraqi
society.

A primary pillar of the U.S. effort is an intensive “ruleof
law”mission.



The Division’s own ‘in house counsel’, the Office of the Staff Judge Advocate, 
has deployed with the “Red Bull” headquarters and 12 lawyers, 1 warrant 
officer and 14 non-commissioned officers and enlisted paralegals.  The 
“general counsel,” or Staff Judge Advocate, is Lieutenant Colonel John 
Brossart of Arden Hills.

Lawyers of the Army’s Judge Advocate General’s Corps have served the Army 
since June 1775, when the Continental Congress selected Boston attorney 
William Tudor, to serve as Judge Advocate of the Army. Tudor was assigned to 
General George Washington’s staff where he helped Washington regulate 
force discipline and advised him on military justice matters. 

Today, the Judge Advocate General’s Corps of the United States Army 
constitutes the oldest and largest law firm in the nation, with more than 
3,400 active duty and reserve component attorneys.  Judge advocates serve 
at all levels in today’s operational environment and advise commanders on a 
wide variety of operational legal issues. These issues include the law of war, 
rules of engagement, lethal and nonlethal targeting, treatment of detainees 
and noncombatants, fiscal law, foreign claims, contingency contracting, the 
conduct of investigations, and military justice. 

No matter the level of command to which assigned, judge advocates have 
several roles. They are counselors, advocates, and trusted advisors to 
commanders and Soldiers. They are Soldiers, leaders, and subject matter 
experts in all of the core legal disciplines. In every aspect of their professional 
lives, judge advocates serve the Army and the Nation with their expertise, 
dedication, and selflessness. 

There are 17 Minnesota lawyers deployed with the 34th Infantry Division. 
Thirteen of them serve in the Office of the Staff Judge Advocate (OSJA).  Four 
others serve in non-attorney positions in the headquarters.  To learn more 
about the Red Bulls mission, see www.theredbulls.org.  To learn more about 
the Army JAG Corps, see www.goarmy.com/jag or email 
joshua.ricketts@us.army.mil. 

34th Red Bull Infantry 
Division Attorneys in Iraq
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Lieutenant Colonel John Brossart (Arden Hills) is the 34th Infantry Division Staff

Judge Advocate. He is the senior legal advisor to the Commanding General and Division
Staff. He supervises and directs 12 attorneys and 15 paralegals at the Division headquarters.
He also provides technical supervision to five brigade legal offices, comprising an additional
12 attorneys, in MND-S. A graduate of the University of Minnesota Law School (1982), with
active duty service in Panama, John has been the full-time legal advisor to the Minnesota
National Guard since 1996.

Lieutenant Colonel Fred Karasov (Minneapolis) is the Chief, Military Justice. He is

responsible for advising the commanding general on military justice matters and
overseeing all military justice and adverse administrative actions in the division. He
graduated from William Mitchell College of Law (1983) and is a Hennepin County District
Court Judge. He previously deployed to Kosovo in 2004.

Major Tom Hagen (Waseca) is the Deputy Staff Judge Advocate. His role is to

supervise, mentor, train, and synchronize the day-to-day operations of the OSJA, as well
as act in the SJA’sabsence. A graduate of William Mitchell College of Law (1996), Tom is
employed by the Minnesota Department of Commerce. His previous deployments
include Bosnia (2003-04) and Iraq (2005-06).

Major Darrin Rosha (Independence) is the Chief, Operational Law. His role is to

manage the operational law team in the provision of advice to commanders and staff on
all areas of operational and international law involving targeting, rules of engagement,
information and psychological operations, intelligence law and detainee operations.
A 1996 graduate of the University of Minnesota Law School, Darrin clerked for the

Honorable Gerald W. Heaney of the U.S Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit before
entering private practice. He currently practices law with Scherzo and Trio Legal
Advisors, PLLC.

Major Greg Uhl (Eagan) serves as Chief, Administrative and Civil Law. His section

practices a broad variety of legal disciplines to include the Environmental Law program
with a focus on Base Closure/Transfer; the Fiscal Law program provides legal analysis of
contract and fiscal requests within the Division to ensure compliance with law and
regulation; the Administrative Law program provides advice to investigating officers and
reviews investigations for legal sufficiency. A graduate of William Mitchell College of
Law (2000), Greg is employed by Bradley & Guzzetta of St. Paul. Greg previously
deployed to Kosovo in 2004.

Captain Catherine LaRoque (Maplewood) is serving as Chief, Legal Assistance.

The Legal Assistance office on Contingency Operating Base Basrah provides legal
services for the personal legal issues of a service population approaching 5,000
personnel including servicemembers, DoD Civilians and contractors. She is a
graduate of the University of Minnesota Law School (2003). She is employed as an
Equal Employment Specialist for the Minnesota Department of Military Affairs.
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Captain David Peterson (Sartell) is the Chief, Rule of Law. His role is to assist the

effort to promote just, representative, and accountable governance, and a fair, credible,
and independent judiciary, in the southern nine provinces of Iraq. A graduate of the
University of North Dakota School of Law (1997), David’scivilian practice is with the Eller
Law Office in Waite Park. He also serves on the Sartell City Council.

Captain Karl D. Kraywinkle (Minneapolis) serves as an administrative law attorney

working various investigations in the Administrative & Civil Law Division of the OSJA.
Prior to coming on active duty orders in 2007 to provide legal assistance to members of
the Minnesota National Guard, Karl was employed by Thomson Reuters as a Reference
Attorney. He is a graduate of Hamline University School of Law (2004).

Captain Antonio Tejeda (Spicer) serves as an Operational Law attorney providing

advice on international and operational law including the law of war, rules of
engagement, the US-Iraq Security Agreement, and detainee operations. Antonio
graduated from Thomas M. Cooley Law School (2002). Antonio practices law in Willmar,
where he focuses mainly in Workers' Compensation and Employment Law. In addition, he
has been appointed by Governor Pawlenty to the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee,
member of Rotary International, Past President of Kandiyohi County Bar Association, and
on the board of the West Central Integration Collaborative.

Captain Devin Smith (Minneapolis) serves as the Contract and Fiscal Law Attorney for

the Division. In this position he reviews all contracts and purchase requests for legal
sufficiency. Devin graduated from William Mitchell College of Law (2005) and is employed
by Guy Carpenter & Co, LLC, a reinsurance intermediary.

Captain Jennifer Beck-Brown (Eagan) is serving as Trial Counsel. As trial counsel,

her role is to advise commanders and staff in all areas of military justice. She is a
graduate of William Mitchell College of Law (2003). Jennifer is a prosecutor with the
Hennepin County Attorney’soffice. She previously deployed to Bosnia in 2004.

1LT Mark Richardson (Elk River) graduated from William Mitchell College of Law

(2004). He is a legal assistance attorney, providing legal assistance to deployed Soldiers
and civilians accompanying the force in areas such as family law, drafting wills and powers
of attorney. Mark is a teacher in the Elk River High School and previously deployed to
Honduras in 1987.



Sergeant First Class Carl Fletcher (Ramsey) is the Non-Commissioned

Officer in Charge of the Rule of Law section. He maintains all the information on
activities in the MND-S area of operations relating to legal aspects of the joint
Department of Defense-Department of State rule of law mission. He directly supports the
Chief, Rule of Law. He is a 1995 graduate of Regent University (Virginia) and is also
licensed in New Hampshire. Carl is a Business Professor at North Central University in
Minneapolis. He previously deployed to Iraq in 2005-06.

Colonel Neal Loidolt (Brooklyn Park) is the Chief of Staff for the 34th Infantry

Division. He serves as the primary staff synchronizing agent for all planning, preparation,
and execution of the Division. He is responsible for training, and supervising the Division
Staff, and ensures timely staff actions. Neal is a 1992 graduate of Hamline University
School of Law. He previously deployed to Iraq in 2006.

Lieutenant Colonel Johanna Clyborne (Minnetonka) is the Deputy Intelligence 

Chief dedicated to the gathering and analysis of intelligence for the 34th Infantry Division.  As 
the deputy, she assists in the supervision, coordination and administrative control of over 200 
intelligence personnel and over 30 million dollars of equipment.  A graduate of the University 
of Saint Thomas School of Law (2005)., Lieutenant Colonel Clyborne is a founding partner at 
Brekke, Clyborne and Ribich, LLC .  She specializes in Family Law involving members of the 
Armed Forces and criminal law.  She has presented numerous CLE's and webcasts on military 
family law, the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act and military pension division. 

Lieutenant Colonel Jerry Steinke (Brainerd) is the Assistant Chief of Staff for

logistics in the Division. A graduate of William Mitchell College of Law (1997), Jerry is a
solo practitioner practicing in the areas of real estate, probate, estate planning, elder
law, guardianship/conservatorship, business formation, and business transactional work.
He previously deployed to Iraq in 2004-2005.

The OSJA staff includes another 14 enlisted and non-commissioned officer paralegals.  

They come from all over the state, range in age from 19 to 53, and do outstanding work 
supporting the attorneys every day.  Many of them have multiple deployments under their 
belts.  All are a tremendous asset.

Other Minnesota Attorneys, 34th Red Bull Infantry Division 

Major Steve Schemenauer (Woodbury) is the Chief of the Analysis and Control

Element (ACE) for the Division Intelligence office. As the ACE Chief, Steve supervises over
100 personnel and is responsible for providing intelligence to the Division Commander and
four Brigade Combat Teams operating throughout nine provinces in southern Iraq. A
graduate of Hamline University School of Law (2007), Steve is an Associate in Leonard,
Street and Deinard's Construction Law department. This is his second combat tour, having
commanded an Infantry Company in Afghanistan in 2004-2005.


