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Greetings All: 
I would like to take a moment to briefly extend to all 

of you and to all of the members of your respective  
Sections, my sincere congratulations and thanks for 

continuing and expanding the Beck Scholarship 

Program for the benefit of the Volunteer Lawyers  
Network. 
     

In these especially trying economic times, the need is 
even greater for our profession to help support the 

delivery of pro bono legal services in order to  
complement the limited availability of the already 

overburdened legal aid services that exist in our 

community.  The law clerks that VLN will have 
available to it during the summer of 2010 because of 

all of your tireless effort in establishing an  

maintaining the Beck Scholarship Program will, I 
have no doubt, do a great deal to aid VLN in its  

ongoing work in the pro bono arena as part of its 
mission to help address the unmet legal needs of so 

many of our economically less fortunate neighbors. 
   
The quality of the MSBA, and more importantly, of 

the legal profession as a whole is enhanced because 
of the selfless efforts and dedication of people such 

as yourselves. 
   

With abiding respect and appreciation, 
   

Leo Brisbois 
MSBA President 2009-10 

 

March 22, 2010 
   
Dear Ms. Miller, 
   

Thank you for your support, as co-chair of the 

MSBA Public Law Section, for donating $1,000 to 
the VLN Beck Student Internship.  These funds  

enable us to hire 400 hours of work study law  

student time – a tremendous leverage of your funds.  
When law students assist our attorneys, we are able 

to serve more clients and provide them a higher level 
of service – so important to our mission and our 

community.  Additionally, it’s a great public law 

experience for a law student at a time when such 
jobs are scarce. 
   

With much appreciation for your generosity, 
 

Martha Delaney 
Assistant Executive Director 

Volunteer Lawyers Network 

  

 
 

Race for Justice 

Congratulations to Mary Miller, Jim Alexander, 
Greg Brooker, Louis Thayer and Michael Goodwin 
who represented the Public Law Section in the 8th 
annual Race for Justice on April 25, 2010.  Proceeds 
from the Race for Justice assist law graduates 
through the Loan Repayment Assistance Program of 
Minnesota (LRAP).  By subsidizing education debts 
for dedicated low-paid public interest attorneys, 
LRAP helps meet the legal needs of low-income 
Minnesotans across the state.  LRAP encourages 
new attorneys to enter into and retain positions  
servicing the legal needs of low-income and other 
disadvantaged individuals by providing them with 
student loan repayment assistance.  The run begins 
around Nicollet Island and then goes across the river 
through the edge of downtown Minneapolis, across 
the Stone Arch Bridge and back to the Nicollet 
Island start.  The Public Law Section pledged $250 
to back its contingent of runners at this year’s race. 

Jim Johnson, George Beck, Hon. Eric Lipman, 
Gail Brandt, Allan Klein, Sue Pontinen,  and 
Martha Delaney 

From left to right: Greg Brooker, Jim  
Alexander, Mary Miller and Michael  
Goodwin 
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Public Law Section  

Data Practices Committee Meetings 

The PLS Data Practices Committee meets regularly 
on the first Monday of each month from 3:00 to 4:30 
pm at the Minnesota Dept. of Health Snelling Office 
Park (SOP) Minnesota Room unless otherwise 
noted.  The schedule of upcoming meetings is: 
 
September 13--**second Monday due to Labor Day 
October 4--**Location is SOP Bigfork Room 
November 1 
December 6 
 
SOP Address:  1645 Energy Park Drive, Saint Paul 
MN, 55108.  The building is west of Snelling  
between Como Avenue and Energy Park Drive.  For 
directions to SOP: http://www.health.state.mn.us/
about/sop.html#drive . 

Announcements 

In Minnesota Supreme Court Rules of Civil  

Procedure. 

General Rules of Practice for the District Courts. 

Special Rules of Procedure Governing  

Proceedings under the Minnesota Commitment 

and Treatment Act. 

 

Supreme Court Order promulgating amendments to 
the Civil Procedure Rules, the General Rules of 
Practice for the District Courts, and the Special 
Rules of Procedure Governing Proceedings under 
the Minnesota Commitment and Treatment Act, all 
to be effective July 1, 2010. 
 
The court order can be reviewed in its entirety at 
http://www.mncourts.gov/Documents/0/Public/
C l e r k s _ O f f i c e / 2 0 1 0 - 0 5 -
03_Order_Civ_Proc_Rls_Amen.pdf . 
 
In re Rules on Lawyer Registration. 

Supreme Court Order amending the Rules of the 
Supreme Court on Lawyer Registration.  The  
Lawyer Registration Office will implement an online 
lawyer registration system effective with the  
registration cycle deadline of October 1, 2010. This  
 

change requires amendments to the Rules of the  
Supreme Court on Lawyer Registration. The Court is 
fully advised in the premises. 
   

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT the attached 
amendments to the Rules of the Supreme Court on 
Lawyer Registration be, and the same are, prescribed 
and promulgated to be effective July 1, 2010. 
   
RULE 1.  DEFINITIONS 

G. “Online Registration System” means the  
Internet lawyer registration system maintained by 
the Lawyer Registration Office. Lawyers and judges 
who elect to use this system manage the information 
required by these rules in their lawyer profile,  
complete their annual registration statement, and pay 
their annual fee electronically. 
   
GH. “Private Client.” For the purpose of reporting 
professional liability insurance coverage, the term 
“private client” excludes the clients of government 
lawyers and house counsel. 
   
RULE 2.  REGISTRATION FEE 

A. Required Fee. 

In order to defray the expenses of examinations and 
investigation for admission to the bar and  
disciplinary proceedings, to defray the expenses of 
administering continuing legal education, to provide 
an adequate client security fund, to help fund legal 
services programs, and to help fund a lawyers  
assistance program, each lawyer and each judge 
must pay to the Lawyer Registration Office an initial 
and thereafter, annual registration fee.   
   
F. Notification of Fee Due. 

The Lawyer Registration Office must annually one 
month prior to the date due, either mail a lawyer  
registration statement or email a notice of  
registration to each lawyer and judge then in good 
standing except those who have elected inactive  
retired status pursuant to section C5, above, or  
permanent disability status pursuant to section C6 
above. A lawyer registration statement must be 
mailed to the lawyer’s or judge’s postal address on 
file with the Lawyer Registration Office.  For those 
electing to use the online registration system, a  
notice of registration must be sent to the lawyer’s or 
judge’s email address on file with the Lawyer  
Registration Office. Failure to receive a lawyer  
registration statement or a notice of registration shall 
not excuse payment of the fee.   
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G. Obligation to Notify of Address Change. 
Every lawyer or judge must immediately notify the 
Lawyer Registration Office of any change of postal 
address.  Every lawyer or judge who elects to use the 
online registration system must immediately update 
their online registration profile to reflect any change 
of their postal address and email address. 
 

RULE 6.  Annual Reporting Of Professional  

Liability Insurance Coverage 

Each lawyer on active status must certify on the  
lawyer registration statement  

• whether the lawyer represents private clients;  

• if the lawyer represents private clients, whether 
the lawyer is currently covered by professional 
liability insurance;  

• if the lawyer is covered by professional liability 
insurance, the name of the primary carrier; 

• whether the lawyer intends to maintain  
insurance during the next twelve months.  

 
Each lawyer on active status must notify the Lawyer 
Registration Office either in writing by letter or by 
updating the lawyer’s online registration profile 
within 30 days if the insurance policy providing cov-
erage lapses, is no longer in effect, or terminates for 
any reason, unless the policy is renewed or replaced 
without substantial interruption. 

 

RULE 7. Access to Lawyer Registration Records 
Lawyer registration records are accessible only as 
provided in this rule.   
 
A. Public Inquiry Concerning Specific Lawyer.  
Upon inquiry, the Lawyer Registration Office may 
disclose to the public the name, postal address,  
admission date, continuing legal education category, 
current status, professional liability insurance  
coverage information submitted under Rule 6 of 
these rules, and license number of a registered  
lawyer or judge, provided that each inquiry and  
disclosure is limited to a single registered lawyer or 
judge.   
   
B. Publicly Available List.  The Lawyer  
Registration Office may also disclose to the public a 
complete list of the name, city, and zip code of all 
registered lawyers and judges.   
   
C. Lists Available to Continuing Legal Education  
 
 

Providers and the Courts.  Upon written request 
and payment of the required fee, the Lawyer  
Registration Office may disclose to a bona fide  
continuing legal education business a complete list 
of the name, postal address, admission date,  
continuing legal education category, current status, 
and license number of all registered lawyers and 
judges.  The Lawyer Registration Office may also 
disclose the same information to a court or judicial 
district solely for use in updating mailing addresses 
of lawyers and judges to be included in a judicial 
evaluation program. 

News From the Bench 

The United States District Court is pleased to  
announce that Minneapolis Attorney William 
Manning has been appointed by Chief Judge Davis 
to chair a Merit Selection Panel that will advise the 
Court on the selection of a new United States  
Magistrate Judge in Minneapolis or St. Paul.   
Manning will chair an eleven-member Panel  
appointed by the U.S. District Judges of the  
District of Minnesota to review applications,  
interview prospective candidates, and recommend to 
the Judges the five candidates they deem best  
qualified for the position. In addition to Manning, 
the panel will include: 
 
Joan Anderson Growe 
Jessie Nicholson 
Barbara Berens 
Mary Vasaly 
Carl Cambronne 
Steve Wells 
Dan Gustafson 
Colleen Wieck 
B. Todd Jones 
Peter Wold 
 
The U.S. Magistrate Judge vacancy was announced 
by the court on June 23, and applications were  
accepted until 5:00 p.m. on August 6, 2010.  
 
For additional information, visit the court’s web site 
at www.mnd.uscourts.gov . 
 
 



Public Law News Summer 2010 24 
 

Governor Pawlenty appointed Lorie Skjerven 

Gildea to the position of Chief Justice of the 
Minnesota Supreme Court and David Stras as  
Associate Justice on the Minnesota Supreme Court. 
   
Justice Lorie Skjerven Gildea has served on the 
Minnesota Supreme Court since January 2006. She 
was previously a Hennepin County District Court 
Judge and an Assistant Hennepin County Attorney. 
   
Prior to that, Gildea was Associate General Counsel 
for the University of Minnesota from 1993 to 2004, 
and an associate attorney with the law firm of Arent 
Fox in Washington, D.C. from 1986 to 1993.  Gildea 
earned her juris doctorate degree magna cum laude 
from Georgetown University Law Center in  
Washington, D.C. in 1986 and bachelor of arts  
degree from the University of Minnesota, Morris in 
1983.  While in law school, Gildea achieved among 
the highest academic honors, including the Order of 
the Coif.  She also served as an editor of the 
American Criminal Law Review. 
   

Gildea, 48, resides in Minneapolis with her husband.  
She is a member of the Minnesota State Bar  
Association and serves on its Council and its  
Assembly.  Gildea is also a member of the Hennepin 
County Bar Association and served on its Board of 
Directors.  She has been a member of the Minnesota 
Sentencing Guidelines Commission, MINNCOR 
Industries Advisory Board, and the YWCA of  
Minneapolis Board of Directors. 
   
David Stras has been a member of the faculty of the 
University of Minnesota Law School since 2004.  He 
teaches and writes in the areas of federal courts and 
jurisdiction, constitutional law, criminal law, law 
and politics, and law and economics.  Stras is  
co-director of the Institute for Law and Politics and 
is faculty advisor for the Minnesota Law Review.  
   
Stras received his Bachelor of Arts degree, with highest 
distinction, in 1995 and his Master of Business  
Administration in 1999 from the University of Kansas.  
He also received his law degree from the University of 
Kansas School of Law in 1999, where he served as 
Editor-in-Chief of the Criminal Procedure Edition of 
the Kansas Law Review.  While in law school, Stras 
achieved among the highest academic honors,  
including the Order of the Coif. 
 
Following law school, Stras clerked for The  
 

Honorable Melvin Brunetti of the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and then for 
The Honorable J. Michael Luttig of the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit.  From 2001 
to 2002, he practiced white-collar criminal and  
appellate litigation with the Washington, D.C., office 
of Sidley Austin Brown & Wood.  Following his 
year in practice, he clerked for The Honorable  
Clarence Thomas of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 
     

Stras is a member of the Executive Committee for 
the Litigation Practice Group and Executive  
Committee for the Federalism and Separation of 
Powers Practice Group of the Federalist Society.  He 
is a member of the American Law Institute,  
Minnesota State Bar Association, Federal Bar  
Association and Bet Shalom Congregation.  He is 
also the author of numerous scholarly articles and 
publications. 
     

Stras, 35, and his wife  live in Wayzata with their 
two sons. 
   

Governor Pawlenty appointed Dwayne N. Knutsen 

to an Eighth Judicial District trial court bench  
vacancy in the City of Granite Falls in Yellow  
Medicine County. The vacancy occurred with the 
retirement of the Honorable Bruce W.  
Christopherson on December 31, 2009. 
   
Knutsen was an attorney with the Montevideo law 
firm of Prindle, Maland, Sellner, Stennes, Knutsen 
and Stermer and is also the Chippewa County  
Attorney. He has been an attorney with the Prindle 
firm since 1986 and the Chippewa County Attorney 
since 1999. He was also a part-time Assistant Eighth 
Judicial District Public Defender from 1995 to 1998. 
Knutsen earned his juris doctorate degree from the 
University of Minnesota in 1985 and his bachelor of 
arts degree from the University of South Dakota at 
Vermillion in 1973. 
   
Knutsen is a member of the Minnesota State Bar 
Association, Minnesota County Attorneys  
Association, and the Western Minnesota Legal  
Services Board of Directors. He is also a member 
and past president of the Montevideo Kiwanis Club, 
is active with the First Congregational Church in 
Montevideo, where he served four terms as a trustee 
and two terms as a moderator, and is a former  
member of the Minnesota Trial Lawyers Association. 
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Knutsen, 58, lives in Montevideo with his wife. 
They have three adult children. 
     

Governor Pawlenty appointed William J. Cashman 

and Mary B. Mahler to two trial court bench  
vacancies in the Seventh Judicial District in Stearns 
County, John T. Cajacob and Christine A. Long to 
two trial court bench vacancies in the Third Judicial 
District in Rice County, and Frank J. Magill, Jr. to 
a Fourth Judicial District trial court bench vacancy 
in Hennepin County. 
   
William Cashman was an attorney and shareholder 
with the St. Cloud law firm of Rajkowski Hansmeier 
Ltd. He had been an attorney with the firm since 
1988. Previously, he was a law clerk and associate 
attorney with the Dunkley Bennett law firm in  
Minneapolis from 1987 to 1988, a law clerk with the 
McDonough, Geck and Cronan/Arthur Chapman law 
firm in Minneapolis from 1984 to 1987, and a law 
clerk with the Quinlivan, Sherwood, Spellacy and 
Tarvestad law firm in St. Cloud from 1983 to 1984. 
Cashman earned his juris doctorate degree from  
William Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul in 1987 
and his bachelor of science degree from St. John’s 
University in Collegeville in 1982. 
   
Cashman is a member of the Minnesota and South 
Dakota State Bar Associations, Stearns-Benton 
County Bar Association, Minnesota Defense Law-
yers Association, Minnesota Supreme Court  
Standing Committee on No-Fault, and Lawyers  
Concerned for Lawyers. He has also volunteered 
with the St. Cloud All City Marching Band, St. 
Cloud Technical High School, was a trustee with St. 
Augustines Parish, a member and past president of 
the St. Augustines School Board, and a legal adviser 
to the St. Cloud Technical College Foundation. 
   

Cashman will fill the vacancy created by the  
retirement of the Honorable Paul E. Widick, whose 
retirement was effective on February 1, 2010.  
Cashman, 49, lives in St. Cloud.  He has two children. 
   
Mary Mahler was an attorney and shareholder with 
the Quinlivan and Hughes law firm in St. Cloud. She 
had been an attorney with the firm since 1998.  
Previously, she was a solo practitioner in Las Vegas, 
Nevada from 1995 to 1998, and an associate attorney 
with the Kirk-Hughes and Lozano law firm in Las 
Vegas from 1994 to 1995. Mahler earned her juris 
doctorate degree from Southwestern University  
School of Law in Los Angeles, California in 1994,  
 
 
 
   
 

 

and her bachelor of arts degree with distinction from 
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas in 1991. 
   

Mahler is a member of the Minnesota State, Seventh 
District, and Stearns-Benton County Bar  
Associations; Minnesota Women Lawyers; and  
Minnesota Defense Lawyers Association, where she 
co-chairs the Membership Committee. She judged 
the Minnesota State Bar Association Mock Trial 
Program, is a volunteer for its “Wills for Heroes” 
program, is a qualified no-fault arbitrator, certified 
as a civil trial specialist, and has been recognized as 
a “Rising Star” by Minnesota Law and Politics. 
Mahler’s community activities include serving on 
the Freeport Chapter Lions Club, volunteering with 
the Melrose Junior Girl Scout Troop, and with  
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Freeport. She has 
also been a volunteer attorney coach with the Apollo 
High School Mock Trial Team and a director with 
New Beginnings – a residential facility for single 
mothers and infants. 
   
Mahler will fill the vacancy created by of the  
retirement of the Honorable Elizabeth A. Hayden, 
whose retirement was effective on December 11, 
2009.  Mahler, 43, lives in Freeport with her  
husband, and their two children. 
   

John Cajacob was a solo practice attorney in  
Faribault, a position he had held since 1979.  
Previously, he was an attorney with Loren Barta in 
New Prague in 1978. Cajacob earned his juris  
doctorate degree from William Mitchell College of 
Law in St. Paul in 1978 and his bachelor of arts  
degree from the University of Minnesota in 1974. 
   
Cajacob is a member of the Minnesota State Bar 
Association, where he served on the Family Law, 
Criminal Law, and Bankruptcy Sections; Fifth  
District Bar Association, where he served as  
president; and Rice County Bar Association;  
Faribault Rotary Club; “That Man is You” men’s 
group at Divine Mercy Catholic Church; and was a 
member of the Noon Sertoma Club, where he served 
as president; Consolidated Catholic School Board, 
where he served as chair; and the Immaculate  
Conception Church Board of Trustees. 
   

Cajacob will fill the vacancy created by the  
retirement of the Honorable Bernard E. Borene, 
whose retirement was effective on April 1, 2010. 
Cajacob, 60, lives in Faribault with his wife. They 
have three adult daughters. 
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Christine Long was an Assistant Steele County  
Attorney in Owatonna, a position she had held since 
1991.  She was also an associate attorney and partner 
in the Owatonna law firm of Ruth, Schreiner and 
Long from 1991 until 1999, when the Steele County 
Attorney’s office became a full-time position.  Long 
earned her juris doctorate degree from the University 
of Minnesota Law School in 1991, and her bachelor 
of arts degree cum laude from Luther College in 
Decorah, Iowa in 1988. 
   
Long is a member of the Minnesota, Fifth District, 
and Steele County Bar Associations, and is a past 
president of the Steele County Bar Association. She 
is a member of the Minnesota County Attorneys  
Association and serves on the Juvenile Law  
Committee, Steele County Children’s Justice  
Initiative, Steele County Child Protection Team, 
Owatonna Business and Professional Women, and 
has been a speaker at numerous seminars on child 
protection issues. She is also a member of the  
Minnesota Gambling Control Board, chairs the 
Steele County Safe and Drug Free Community  
Coalition Public Policy Committee, and is an active 
member of Trinity Lutheran Church. 
     

Long has also been a member and chair of  
Leadership Owatonna, member and chair of the 
Crossroads of Owatonna youth shelter advisory 
board, member and president of Wee Pals Childcare 
Center board of directors, assistant coach of the 
Owatonna High School mock trial team as well as a 
regional mock trial judge, member of the Steele 
County Food Shelf board of directors, Steele County 
Medical Reserve Corps advisory committee, Steele 
County United Way allocations committee, and a 
performer and member of the stage crew with the 
Little Theater of Owatonna. 
   
Long fills the vacancy created by the retirement of 
the Honorable William A. Johnson, whose  
retirement was effective on January 8, 2010. Long, 
44, lives in Owatonna with her husband and two 
daughters. 
   
Frank Magill was counsel to the United States  
Attorney with the U.S. Attorney’s office for the  
District of Minnesota, a position he had held since 
August 2009. He was the U.S. Attorney for the  
District of Minnesota from 2008 to August 2009, 
First Assistant U.S. Attorney from 2007 to 2008, 
Chief of its economic crimes section from 1998 to  
 

2007, an Assistant U.S. Attorney from 1990 to 1998, 
and a civil litigation associate attorney with the  
Dorsey and Whitney law firm in Minneapolis from 
1985 to 1990. Magill earned his juris doctorate  
degree magna cum laude from Georgetown  
University Law School in Washington, D.C. in 1985, 
and his bachelor of science degree magna cum laude 
from Georgetown University in 1981. 
   

Magill is a member of the Federal, Minnesota State, 
and Hennepin County Bar Associations, and was a 
member of the Twin Cities Security Partnership and the 
Civil Rights advisory group. He volunteers with the 
Georgetown University Alumni Admissions  
Program, participates in a variety of activities with Our 
Lady of Grace School and Men’s Club, is a speaker at 
numerous continuing legal education seminars and 
community events, has been a guest instructor at Twin 
Cities law schools, and was a parent volunteer with the 
Cub Scouts and a judge on the Webster Open School 
Student Court in Minneapolis. 
   

Magill fills the vacancy created by the retirement of 
the Honorable H. Peter Albrecht, whose retirement 
was effective on December 31, 2009. Magill, 50, 
lives in St. Louis Park with his wife and two  
children. 
   
Governor Pawlenty appointed Robyn A. Millenacker 

to a Second Judicial District trial court bench  
vacancy in Ramsey County. The vacancy occurred 
with the retirement of the Honorable Michael F. 
Fetsch on October 31, 2009. 
   
Millenacker was an Assistant United States Attorney 
for the District of Minnesota in Minneapolis, a  
position she had held since 1996. Previously, she 
was an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Central  
District of California in Los Angeles from 1994 to 
1996, an associate lawyer with the Pillsbury,  
Madison and Sutro law firm in San Jose and San 
Diego, California from 1989 to 1994, a judicial law 
clerk to U.S. District Court Magistrate Judge Janice 
Symchych in St. Paul from 1988 to 1989, a law clerk 
with Pillsbury, Madison and Sutro in 1987 and a law 
clerk with the Hennepin County Attorney’s office in 
Minneapolis in 1986. Millenacker earned her juris 
doctorate degree cum laude from the University of 
Minnesota Law School in 1988, and her bachelor of 
arts degree from the University of Minnesota in 
1984. 
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Millenacker is a member of the Federal, Minnesota 
State, and Ramsey County Bar Associations,  
Minnesota Women Lawyers, and has been a  
presenter on affirmative civil enforcement at  
professional conferences. She is a member and past 
president of the Children’s Hospital Association 
Guild I, Girl Scout Troop Leader, Mounds View 
High School Mustangs parent booster, parent volun-
teer at Turtle Lake Elementary School in Shoreview, 
active volunteer with the Parent Teacher Association, 
Step Family Group member with St. Odilia’s  
Catholic Church in Shoreview, and is an active  
volunteer with Incarnation Lutheran Church. 
   
Millenacker, 48, lives in North Oaks with her  
husband and four children. 
     
Governor Pawlenty appointed Dale O. Harris to a 
Sixth Judicial District trial court bench vacancy in 
the City of Duluth in St. Louis County. The vacancy 
occurred with the retirement of the Honorable  
Gerald C. Martin on October 1, 2009. 
   
Harris was an Assistant St. Louis County Attorney, a 
position he had held since 2004. He is also a reserve 
judge on the Navy-Marine Corps Court of Criminal 
Appeals in Washington, D.C. He was the Chief  
Deputy St. Louis County Court Administrator in 
Duluth from 2001 to 2004, a litigation associate  
attorney with the Hanft Fride law firm in Duluth 
from 2000 to 2001, and a judge advocate with the 
United States Navy in Everett/Bremerton,  
Washington, and in Washington, D.C. from 1993 to 
2000. Harris earned his juris doctorate degree cum 
laude from Hamline University School of Law in 
1993, and his bachelor’s degree in mechanical  
engineering from the University of Minnesota in 
1990. 
     
Harris is a member of the American, Minnesota 
State and 11th District Bar Associations, is currently 
vice president of the 11th District Bar Association, 
served on its Board of Directors, and its Charitable 
Contributions Committee. He is also a member of 
the Minnesota County Attorneys Association, an 
adjunct faculty member with Fond-du-Lac Tribal 
Community College, and has made numerous legal 
presentations at continuing legal education seminars. 
Harris’s community activities have included serving 
as a coach for the Salvation Army Rookie Basketball 
League, Arrowhead Youth Soccer Association, and 
the Hermantown Amateur Hockey Association, a  
 

member of the Peace in Christ Lutheran Church 
Board of Elders, and the Hamline University School 
of Law Alumni Board. 
   
Harris, 42, lives in Hermantown with his wife and 
four children. 
 

 

 

 

NOTICE  

COMMENT PERIOD FOR THE  

REAPPOINTMENT OF 

U.S. MAGISTRATE JUDGE  

JANIE S. MAYERON 
 
 

The current appointment of United States Magistrate 
Judge Janie S. Mayeron of St. Paul, Minnesota is 
due to expire on February 7, 2011. As required by 
law, Chief U.S. District Judge Michael J. Davis and 
the Court have established the following Merit  
Selection Panel of citizens to advise them on the 
reappointment of Magistrate Judge Mayeron to a 
new eight-year term. 
 
Thomas Boyd, Esq – Chair 
Tracey Holmes Donesky, Esq. 
Lora Friedemann, Esq. 
Vivian Mason 
Sharon Reich Paulsen, Esq. 
Thomas Radio, Esq. 
Timothy Rank, Esq. 
Rick Shand 
Leon Trawick, Esq. 
Laurie Vasichek, Esq. 
 
The Panel invites comments from members of the 
bar and the public as to whether incumbent U.S. 
Magistrate Judge Mayeron should be recommended 
for reappointment. Comments should be directed no 
later than 5:00 p.m. on August 31, 2010, to:  
 
 

Tom Boyd, Esq. – Chair,  
Winthrop & Weinstine, PA,  
Capella Tower Suite 3500,  
225 South Sixth Street,  
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

612-604-6505,  
tomboyd@winthrop.com  
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Former Minnesota Supreme Court Justice Sandra 
Gardebring died in her home in San Luis Obispo, 
California on July 20, 2010 after a recurring battle 
with cancer.  The following comments are from 
her obituary printed in the Minneapolis Star  
Tribune on July 25, 2010. 
 
Say goodbye to a wonderful woman!  Sandra Sue 
Bailey Gardebring Ogren died at home in San 
Luis Obispo, California on July 20, 2010, in the 
arms of her loving family.  Sandra was 63 years 
old.  She was born in Bismarck, North Dakota, the 
daughter of Viola Sauter Bailey and Jack Bailey.  
Though an only child, she grew up surrounded by 
a large group of loving cousins, aunts and uncles.  
Sandee was one of life's more complete people.  
She was a brilliant, accomplished professional, 
and was more importantly an exceptionally kind, 
loving, generous and fun person. She had a boom-
ing laugh, and never took herself too seriously.  
Her daughter Shana loved to tease Sandee about 
her attendance at charm school as a child, and 
Sandra was indeed a charming lass.  After  
studying at Luther College in Iowa, Sandee 
worked briefly as a reporter for the Bismarck 
Tribune newspaper before attending law school at 
the University of Minnesota.  She had a rich  
variety of jobs over the course of her career:  
attorney with the Minnesota Attorney General's 
office; Commissioner of the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency; Director of Enforcement for the 
Chicago office of the federal Environmental  
Protection Agency; Chair of the Minnesota  
Metropolitan Council; Commissioner of the  
Minnesota Human Services Department;  
Minnesota Appellate Court Judge; Minnesota  
Supreme Court Judge; Vice President for  
University Relations at the University of  
 

Minnesota; and, finally, Vice President for  
Advancement at California Polytechnic University 
of San Luis Obispo.  Sandee's father Jack was 
fond of saying that, while she was a bright girl,  
she seemed to have a hard time holding down a  
job.  She loved hard, challenging work, and felt 
strongly that public service offered opportunities 
to make our community a better place.  Sandra 
was once asked to list her ten rules to live by. 
Here they are, some of them more aspirational 
than realistic: 1. Don't be a jackass, 2. Listen more 
than you talk, 3. Find time in every day to reach 
out to someone, 4. Always: Please - and - Thank 
You, 5. You can't over-communicate important 
ideas, 6. Don't eat at your desk or in your car, 7. 
You don't have to be at every meeting, 8. You can 
accomplish a lot more if you don't care who gets 
the credit, 9. Tell the people you love that you 
love them, 10. Everything does not have to match.  
Sandee is survived by her husband, Paul Ogren, 
and her step children, Samuel and Shana.  They 
are amazingly lucky to have had her in their lives. 
Sandee is also survived by a large crew of cousins, 
in-laws and friends, all of whom knew her as a 
joyous presence in their lives.   
 
Rather than sending flowers, Sandra would like 
you to go out of your way to help someone who is 
hungry, scared, or who simply needs a friend.  Her 
California celebration service was held on  
Saturday, August 7th at the Mt. Carmel  
Lutheran Church in San Luis Obispo.  A  
Minnesota celebration of her life was held on  
August 24, 2010 at the McNamara Alumni Center 
at the University of Minnesota. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Memory of  

Sandra Bailey Gardebring Ogren 

(1947-2010) 
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Minnesota Department of Administration 

Data Practices Opinions Index 
By: Mary Miller, Compensation Attorney Principal, Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry 

Copies of these opinions can be requested by calling the Department of Administration at 651/296-6733 or 800/657-3721.  

The full text of the Data Practices Opinions are available on line at <www.ipad.state.mn.us/opinons/index.html> 

No. of  
Opinion 

Date of  
Opinion 

Gov’t Entity 
Involved 

Topic Opinion Requester 

09-023 11/23/09 Dept. of Labor & 
Industry (DLI) 

Financial data in Safety Grant Application DLI/Miller 

09-024 11/30/09 School Dist. 625 Settlement agreement w/ employee;  
reasons for the agreement 

Star Tribune, Johns 

09-025 12/15/09 MN State Colleges 
& Universities 

Basis for performance bonuses to university presidents Interfaculty  
Organization/Howard 

09-026 12/15/09 City of Warren Data discussed in meeting/attorney data; investigative data Marhula 

09-027 12/21/09 City of Palisade Documentation of financial transactions and purchases Morris 

10-001 01/26/10 City of Hewitt Audio recordings of closed meetings of City  
Council concerning employee 

Collom-Winters 

10-002 02/10/10 Independent 
School District 11  

Resolution of complaint about employee that resolved after 
grievance but before arbitration hearing. 

ISD 11/Cady 

10-003 03/03/10 City of  
Winnebago 

Independent investigator report on complaint by city  
employee, including data about employees, elected  
officials, and witnesses, and investigator’s analysis 

City of Winnebago/ 
Fleming-Wolfe 

10-004 03/03/10 Dakota County  
Agricultural Society  

Whether DCAS is subject to Chapter 13 DCAS/Margarit 

10/005 03/11/10 Ramsey County 
Sheriff’s Office 

Correspondence sent to gun permit holders X 

10/006 03/11/10 City of Northfield 
Hospital 

Names of finalist for hospital presidency; city-hospital 
relationship 

DeLong 

10/007 03/16/10 Ramsey County Inspection of data; fee, including for “obtain  
documents” and “inspection monitor” 

McGrath 

10/008 04/08/10 Dept. of  
Commerce (DOC) 

Propane company names and prices for heating DOC/Quintela, Jr. 

10-009 04/12/10 School District  
861 

Correspondence about how superintendent  
evaluation is conducted 

Winona Post, Porter 

10-010 04/21/10 Middle Snake 
Tamarac Rivers 

Watershed District 

Appraisal values of real estate Stengrim 

10-011 04/23/10 Board of Public 
Defense 

Open Meeting Law-whether serial-type meetings had occurred Jacks 

10-012 04/23/10 Middle Snake 
Tamarac Rivers 

Watershed District 

Open Meeting Law-Litigation subcommittee of MSTRWD 
Board of Managers 

Elseth 

10-013 04/29/10 Middle Snake 
Tamarac Rivers 

Watershed District 

Open Meeting Law—Notice of Special Meeting and  
limitation on topic(s) 

Zutz 

10-014 05/04/10 Ramsey County 
Sheriff’s Office 

Personnel data about employee from administrative  
investigation; Tennessen warning 

Kaufman 
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Upcoming CLE Seminars 
By Mary Miller, Compensation Attorney Principal, Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry 

Date Seminar Time Place Sponsor and  

Contact 

09/08/10 U.S. Supreme Court Up-
date 

1:00 - 2:30 p.m. Elmer Anderson Bldg. 
540 Cedar Street 
St. Paul, MN 

Attorney General’s  
Office 

Marty Casserly  
651-757-1214 

09/14/10 Legislative Update 8:30 - 10:30 a.m. First Nat’l Bank 
Conference Center,  
332 Minnesota St.,  

St. Paul 
 

Ramsey County Bar 
Association 

Sharon Elmore 
651-222-0846 ext 27 

09/15/10 Litigation Basics  
Series (Continuing 
monthly series  

September through June) 

3:00 - 5:00 p.m. First Nat’l Bank 
Conference Center,  
332 Minnesota St.,  

St. Paul 
 

Ramsey County Bar  
Association 

Sharon Elmore 
651-222-0846 ext 27 

09/22-
09/25/10 

Annual Meeting/  
Convention 

All Day New Orleans, LA Federal Bar  
Association 
651-848-1210 

09/29/10 Office of Administrative 
Hearings Symposium - 

35 years 

1:00 - 4:00 p.m. OAH, Stassen Blgd. 
600 N. Robert St., 

St. Paul 
 

OAH 
651-361-7900 

09/29/10 Hot Topics in Health 
Law 

3:00 - 5:00 p.m. First Nat’l Bank 
Conference Center,  
332 Minnesota St.,  

St. Paul 
 

Ramsey County Bar  
Association 

Sharon Elmore 
651-222-0846 ext 27 

10/20/10 Litigation Basics -
Discovery 

3:00 - 5:00 p.m First Nat’l Bank 
Conference Center,  
332 Minnesota St.,  

St. Paul 
 

Ramsey County Bar  
Association 

Sharon Elmore 
651-222-0846 ext 27 

10/26/10 Social Media Issues 8:30 - 11:45 a.m First Nat’l Bank 
Conference Center,  
332 Minnesota St.,  

St. Paul 
 

Ramsey County Bar  
Association 

Sharon Elmore 
651-222-0846 ext 27 

11/10/10 Litigation Basics -
Evidence 

3:00 - 5:00 p.m. First Nat’l Bank 
Conference Center,  
332 Minnesota St.,  

St. Paul 
 

Ramsey County Bar  
Association 

Sharon Elmore 
651-222-0846 ext 27 

For additional CLE program’s, please visit the MSBA website at www.mnbar.org. 


